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Antung-Mukden line. The same alleged secret protocol
was used equally brutally and successfully for the acquisi-
tion of the Newchwang line, and participation in 1909,
and eventual acquisition in 1914, of the Chan-chun-Kirin
lines. Subsequently by an agreement with Russia the
sixth article of the Russo-Chinese Agreement of 1896 was
construed to mean " the absolute and exclusive rights of
administration within the railway zone." I

The second tactical operation mentioned above as being
particularly favoured by the Japanese authorities in order
to gain control in China was financial intervention. Japan
is prepared to lend money to China in return for commercial
and industrial concessions and exclusive rights. Exclusive
rights always mean political control. In 1912 Great
Britain, Germany, France and the United States formed
what was known as the Quadruple Syndicate to lend China
a sufficient sum of money to straighten out her affairs
after the revolution. Japan and Russia, though both of
them in poor financial condition, consulted " freely and
frankly together," as the diplomatic phraseologists have it,
for they saw in the Chinese imbroglio an opportunity of
gaining great profit, Japan then said to Great Britain:
" We are partners in the Far East; you ought to invite
me in." Great Britain said, " You have no money," to
which Japan replied that she would raise the necessary
somehow. So the invitation was issued. Then Russia
said : " Let me in too. I also will raise money some-
how." When they were in the group, by virtue of the
diplomatic notes, which I was the medium of pub-
lishing in May 1912 and by which they recognized
each other's claims to outlying portions of China, they
demanded and obtained, as regards Japan, recognition of
her claim to exclusive influence in Manchuria and Eastern
Mongolia, and, as regards Russia, her claims to Northern
Manchuria and Mongolia. I happen to know that Great
Britain was by no means the least astonished of the nations

1 " Japan in Manchuria," Dr. K. Okasawa, Yale Review, vols. xvii. and
xviii. " Japan in South Manchuria," Dr. T. lyenaga, The Journal of
Race Development, April 1912.